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have been given in the form of a knowledge of laws yet 1863
undiscovered rather than in that of a power of superseding
all laws, while in the former case to work the wonder and
keep the knowledge secret, implies a charlatanism which
one would not willingly impute to a person divinely inspired,
and which is not implied in the other case.

Unless I could pretend to know either that there is no
supernatural power or that such power never works but in
one way, I cannot presume to say that Christ may not have
worked miracles : and I confess if I could be convinced
that he ever said he had done so, it would weigh a great
deal with me in favour of the belief. But in my opinion
there is not a single miracle in either the Old or New
Testament, the particular evidence of which is worth a
farthing. Those of Christ seem to me exactly on a level
with the wonderful stories current about every remarkable
man, and repeated in good faith in times when the scientific
spirit scarcely existed. We know that in the time and
place he lived in, no one thought miracles in the smallest
degree incredible ; those who rejected his mission did not
trouble themselves to dispute his miraculous powers, but
preferred ascribing them to evil beings. With regard to
prophecies, in the sense attached to the word by modern
theologians, I do not believe that any such ever were
made. The splendid religious and patriotic poetry of
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others, so far as it contains any
predictions of future events, contains only such as are
made by Carlyle or anybody who argues that moral
degeneracy in a people must lead to a catastrophe. The
catastrophe they specially looked forward to was that
which everything showed to be then imminent, a Baby-
lonian conquest. This again they as Hebrews naturally
believed not to be permanent, inasmuch as the Babylonians,
being wicked and idolatrous, could only be suffered to
prevail temporarily over God's people as instruments
for their punishment. The only exception I am aware of
is the character of the prophetic writings in the book of
Daniel, which predicts events in such minute detail down
to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, and with such extreme
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